
UN GGIM starts formulating g[obal needs, UN FAO has
deve[oped Voluntary Guide[ines. The World Bank started
monitoringgood practices in the [and sector with a [and
Governance Assessment Framework (LGAF). Together with
FIG, they also promote Fit for Purpose Land Administration
approaches. But is this enough to convince our world
[eaders to finance, organise and prioritise the issue of land
rights? And are citizens sufficiently aware?

Our ambition
Securing [and rights for the world is a challenging but
feasible objective, we think. Beingactive in projects aLl over
the world and participating in g[oba[ discussions on this
issue [eads us to this be[ief. Methods and Land tools do
exist and deve[op rapid[y, supported by exceLlent private
companies, modern techno[ogy and new information and
communication possibi[ities

What is aLready there?
Sate[[ite imagery and new sensor techniques a[[ow for
fast basic inventory of general boundaries, using feature
extracting techno[ogies. This is where we need the
private sector. The possibility of crowd sourced cata, open
source software and national open data policies are an
opportunity, nota threat.

Land administration is a process of continuous upgrading
to higher [evels of detail, qua[ity and usabi[ity. We estimate
that with 50—100 bil[ion US doLLars and 10 -15 years time
secured land rights For the world is attainabLe, based on
evidence from the fieLd.

What do we stiLL need?
1f well maintained, land administration wiLl be an essentiaL
part of nationaL spatiaL data infrastrucrures. Awareness,
Leadership and financing are cruciaL. Coordination and
organisation ask for a professonaL approach. In this speciaL
edition of Abroad [and professionals from aLL over the world
want to show you what is a[ready there and what couLd be
done. We chaLLenge you to share our ambition and become
active in making it happen.
• KEES DE ZEEUW AND CHRISTAAN LEMMEN

1

;_

PERIODICAL NEWSLETTER OF KADASTER INTERNATIONALJ SEPTEMBER 2014

Estimations show that about 70% of the peopLe-Land reLationships woridwide are not

documented. This, whi[e popu[ation grows and the pressure on Land and naturaL resources

increases. Often, the poor suffer most. This results in many Land confLicts and competing cLaims

on Land. Appropriate administration of Land is the start for confLict resoLution and sustainabLe land

use planning anywhere in the world. But, as money and time are Limited, we need to act cleverLy!

Securng [and rghts for the wor[d
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The Vo[untary Guide[ines on the
Responsib[e Governance of Tenure

The ‘Voluntary Guide[ines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context

of Nationa[ Food Security’ (VGGT’s) are the first comprehensive g[oba[ instrument on governance of tenure and its

administration.

They are initiated by FAO, negotiated and endorsed by the Committee

on World Food Security and promoted by the UN General Assembty,

the G8, the G20 and Rio+20. Based on an inolusive consultation

process, the VGGT’s principles and internationally accepted standards

are practices that governments and other actors can refer to when

defining policies, making laws and administering tenure rights. They

allow all stakeholder groups to judge wheher their proposed actions

and the actions of others constitute acceptable practices.

Though ‘voluntary’, the VGGT’s are an application and clarification

of Human Rights obtigations, including the realisation of the right to

adequate food, in the specific context of land, fisheries and forests

tenure governance. By approving their adoption, governments have

validated this interpretation.

Collaborative and integrated cross-sectoral actions and wide

partnerships are necessary for implementing the VGGT’s at country

level. In more than 15 countries multi-stakeholder platforms are

already under way or planned.

Securing official commitment and

operatonalsupportofprivate

companies (already erom Coca-cola,

PepsiCo, CrgilL, Nestlé) is important.

Their commitment to do business the

right way, to have zero tolerance for

iliegal activities in their supply chains

and for land displacements of any

legitimate land tenure holders, is a

significant contribution to the VGGT’s

implementation.

Are you ever done administrating [and?
This speciaL issue of Abroad focuses on the registration

of Land rights for the world. An estimated 70% of the

wor[d is stil[ to be done. But what about the other 3o%

where systems are in place? Are they done? Finished?

The answer is simpLe. No, you are never done. Purposes

evolve. User demands devetop. TechnoLogy goes on.

You have to keep on developing, stay fit for new user

In the Netherlands Kadaster spends an estiinated 7% of te income

0fl innovation prolecis ever year. Qui users demand integrated

information services, real time access to our information and the

highest quality at the lowest price. In cooperation with universities

and pr ivate sector we are managing Gist growing quantities of data,

providing mobile services and upgramiing our data towards 3D, 4D

and eventually 5D. With this, our role evolves from data manager to

knowledge provider.

But also countries like Ukraine and Turkey use existing systems for

acivanced information services and land use planning. WiLh property

information not only legal security or tas income is possible. Land

consolidation, urban reallotment, optmniized int rastructural planning

and new civit services are being developed usmng the exmsting Land

registratmon and cadastral systeni.

The development of land admimmistiarion systenis is therefore a

gradual and permanent pmocess. It is something to keep working on.

• KEES DE ZEEUW

Responsible
Governance of Tenure

.1.1

• PAUL MUNRO-FAURE AND LOUISA JANSEN*

www.fao.org/nr/ten ure/voluntary-guicie Ii nes/e n/

* After 5.5 years working for Kadaster Loumsajansen will continue

her career at FAO in Rome, starting September let 2014.

demanded purposes.
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Monitorng too[
for the [and sector
The Land Governance Assessment Framework (LGAF) can be used

for identifying and monitoring sound practise in the Land sector.

The LGAF is motivated by the fact that Land policy anaLyses and

interventions are often fragmented.

They are taking a view that focuses only on specific
aspects (such as [and administration or surveying).
And thus may not on[y miss important synergies to
other parts of the system but, in the end also prove
to be ineffective and unsustainabLe.

LGAF is structured in five key thematic areas: (i)

how tand rights are defined and enforced; (2) how
[and is managed, used and taxed; (3) how public

land is managed; (4) how information on rights are maintained and accessed; and (s)
how [and disputes are managed and resolved.

The toot high[igbts areas where a country is doing weLt and where there are
deficiencies and does this in away that buitds consensus for tand sector reform. LGAF
also provides toots to monitor tand governance as reform is imptemented.

• TONY BURNS (LAND EQUITY INTERNATIONAL)

Fit-for-Purpose Land
Administration
The ‘fit-for-purpose’ approach indicates that Land administration

systems in Less deveLoped countries shou[d be designed to meet the

needs of people and their reLationship to Land.

In these countries there is an urgent need to buitd simpte systems using a ftexibte and
affordabte approach to identifying the way tand is occupied and used.

The system shoutd support security of tenure
for ati and sustainab[y manage tand use and
naturat resources. This perspective catts for
a ftexibte and pragmatic approach rather
than requirements imposed through rigid
regutations, demands for spatiat accuracy
and systems that may be unsustainabte for
tess devetoped countries dependent on donor ..

funding. Of course, such ftexibitity al[ows r
for tand administration systems to be incrementatty improved over time whenever
necessary or relevant for societat purposes. Benefits retate to the opportunity of
buitding appropriate tand administration systems within a retativety short time
and for relatively Low and affordab[e costs. The pubtication on Fit-for-Purpose Land
Administration inctudes a dectaration jointty endorsed by FIG and the World Bank.
These organisations have been cooperating on so[utions to secure tand rïghts for the
world for a tong time.

• STIG ENEMARK (HONOURABLE PRESIDENT F10)

www!ig.net/pub, FIG Pub[ication No Go

Bui[dingSustainab[e
Land Information
Syste ms

From a technotogy
perspective, huitding
sustainabte land
adniinistration systems
requires devetoping capacity
combined with proper
design atlowingforevotving
technotogy, requirements
and data. Land systems that

have been buitt without considering emerging new
user requirements, evotving tegat structures, and
rapidty advancing technotogies [imit their ability
to remain relevant into the future. Here area few
observations.

Configure Vs. Code
Hardcoding systems timit the abitity fora tand
system to evolve and to take advantage of new
technotogicat capabitities. Configuring feature
rich technotogy instead of coding e[iminates this
chattenge.

Evolving Data vs. High Accuracy
Cotlecting data that is ‘fit for purpose’ requires data
structures and technotogy that can accommodate
the continuum of [and rights. Spatiat quatity,
attribution, and utitity of data needs to evolve with
new cotlection methodologies, business needs
and tegal structures. Limiting a tand system to
certain types of data, [[mits the usefutness and
sustainabitity of the system

Con nect vs. CoLLect
With cloud technotogy (and yes, cLoud
operations can work disconnected in chattengirig
environments) and web services, modern, tow-cost,
fast-to-deptoy systems connect to data rat[ier
than huild the costty and ditficult-to-maintain
infrastructure to store and manage data.

Platform vs. DiSparate AppLications
Many tand administration systems have been
devetoped witb custoniizer[ imptementations of
disparate applicat ons and techno[ogy. Today,
systems are configured on sca[abte, secure,
complete platforms. They provide the capabilities
needed for sustainah[e [and administration
syste m S.

Rethinking how we provide [ow-cost toots for
developing land information systems wilt de[iver
ongoing benefits for geiierations to come.

• [WENT JONES (ESRI)
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Solving [and issues,
especially security of
tenure, is at the heart
of supporting solutions

to our 2lst century
challenges. Current land
administration solutions
are slow, expensive
and hard to scale. The
world can’twaic. New

innovative solutions are
required that can scale
quickly.

The global initiative MapMyRights is one of the new
innovative so[utions that are required to improve security
of tenure in the world. It will democratise the capture
of evidence of land rights through fit-for-purpose and
crowdsourcïng approaches. It is supported by the Social
Tenure and Land Administration Domain Models (STDM/
LADM). This initiative reflects a move from lega[ to trust
(societal evidence) based systems.

Land too[s
A land tool is a practical way to solve a problem in [and
administration and management. It is away to put
principtes, poticies and legislation into effect.

The term covers a wide range of methods: from a simple
checklist to use when conducting a survey, a set of
software and accompanyïng protocols, or a broad set of
guidelines and approaches. The emphasis is on practicality.
The partners of the Global Land Tools Network (GLTN),
who include Kadaster, recognize that limited process in
land reform mplementation globally, can be attributed to
lack of appropriate land tools.

Land tools should be cheap enough and should seek

to treat everyone fairly. Tool development should take
into account how decisions are made and implemented
regarding access to and use of land, and how conflicting
interests in Land are reconciled. Land tools should be
capable of being app[ied by the community or at the
lowest level of local government. Tools shou[d be capable
of being implemented without large-scale inputs from

The objective of MapMyRights is to provide tools and data
to non-government and government actors. Citizens and
communities are supported in defining and recording their
evidence of [and and resource rights, primarily using mobile
technologies. Initially, a network of trusted intermediaries
and para-surveyors, trained by NGOs, will mobilise these
efforts within communities. Eventually, true crowdsourcing
will be introduced. The captured crowdsourced data will be
posted and maintained on MapMyRights global repository,
that will be open and transparent. Another value add
of MapMyRights data is its expected support to other
development interventions such as microfinance, micro
insurance, informal sett[ement upgrading, policy advocacy,
disaster recovery and ïncreased government transparency.

This informal starting point on the continuum of rights
can be upgraded towards formahty and legal status.
MapMyRights will work with governments, wherever
possible, to establish a roadmap for formal recognition
of the Land rights. The MapMyRights Foundation will be
formally launched in October 2014.

• Robin McLaren (MapMyRights)

outside and being capable of being used at a Large scaLe.
Where possible, they should be self-financing through fees
or taxes. To reach the overall goaL of poverty alleviation
through land reform, improved land management and
security of tenure, the GLTN Partners are in the process of
developing 18 key land tooLs. Some of these tools are at
an advanced stage of development and are beingtested in
selected countries. Examples of those tools are the Social
Tenure Domain Model and Gender Evaluation Criteria.

• Clarissa Augustinus (GLTN)
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The Young Surveyors — Agents of Change
Young surveyors worldwide must be the agents of change. Securing land and
property rights for all by our generation is imperative to bring a positive change for
communities around the world. FIG Young Surveyors Network is aware of its role.
They embrace new concepts and innovative approaches that can secure land rights
for all. The meetings provide a forum foryoung surveyors and experts to connect
and consider, to inform and discuss on the latest developments and approaches.

• EvA-MARIA UNGER AND PAULA DIJKSTRA (FIG YOUNG SURVEYORS NETwORK)
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