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Bio for Roohul Amin, Governor of Farah

Roohul Amin was appointed Governor of Farah on May 4.  Prior to his appointment, Roohul Amin served as the Deputy Director of the Welfare Association for the Development of Afghanistan (WADAN), an Afghan NGO prominent in grassroots civic education and drug control initiatives.  

Roohul Amin was born in Kunduz on February 6, 1962, and was educated in 

Afghanistan until 1980, when the family fled to Pakistan.  He lived in a refugee camp built by UNHCR, graduated from high school and then earned an M.B.A.  While in Pakistan he worked for Save the Children UK supervising Community Health Workers in a refugee camp.   In 1993, Amin became Director of the Afghan German Technical Training Program, an Afghan NGO, until he joined WADAN at its inception in 2002. 

The National Endowment for Democracy’s 2005 Democracy Award was presented to WADAN for its work in grassroots democracy and peace building in rural Afghanistan.  Subsequently WADAN received one of the highest awards from the Government of Afghanistan – the Ghazi Mir Masjidi Khan Medal presented by HM Mohammad Zahir Shah, the Father of the Nation.

Roohul Amin was a candidate for parliament from Kunduz in the 2005 elections.  In 2007, he was a member of the Afghanistan-Pakistan Peace Jirga held in Kabul.  He is dedicated to the principles of democracy, development, the rule of law, a drug free Afghanistan and to governance that will benefit the citizens of Afghanistan. 

Governor Amin speaks excellent English.  One of his sons completed high school in the U.S. through the YES program (and NGO) and will attend Williams College on a full scholarship beginning in September 2008.  The remainder of his family lives in Kabul. 

